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Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Tuesday 18th September 2018 at 4.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Luie McEntire, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Gerard Farrell,





 Joe Flaherty, 
Gerard Hagan, Colm Murray, Martin Mulleady



Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross





and Gerry Warnock.  

APOLOGIES:

Councillors Mark Casey and Mae Sexton.
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.





Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.




Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. Declan Kilcline, Acting Director of Services.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that Standing Orders be suspended.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS.

Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to the New York Longford GAA Team winners of the 2018 New York Senior Football Championship at Gaelic Park. 
INCREASE IN INSURANCE PREMIUMS FOR TAXI PROVIDERS.
Councillor G. Warnock proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that the Council write to the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport and to the Financial Regulator regarding the dramatic increase in insurance premiums for taxi providers.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, the minutes of Monthly meeting of Longford County Council held on the 11th July 2018 as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS

The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 13th June 2018, as circulated, were noted.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications received since the July meeting of the Council was noted.

Adoption of Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of proposal to carry out a development at Darogue, Ballymahon, Co. Longford

On the proposal of Councillor P. O’Toole seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of proposal to carry out a development at Darogue, Ballymahon, Co. Longford, as circulated.
Adoption of Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of proposal to carry out a development at Knock, Lanesborough, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor P. O’Toole seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of proposal to carry out a development at Knock, Lanesborough, Co. Longford, as circulated.

Adoption of Draft Intercultural Strategic Plan for County Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Intercultural Strategic Plan for County Longford, as circulated.

Notices of Motions
"Book of Photographic Images"
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P Nolan and seconded by Councillor C. Murray -
“That Longford County Council should utilise the wealth of local photographic talent to capture the beauty of Longford towns and landscape.  Images thus gathered should be compiled in a professionally produced book which could be sold in local shops, the Tourist Office and directly online to Longford DIASPORA”.

B. Heslin confirmed that Longford County Council are developing proposals for a repository of Longford images which will promote the County and capture the beauty and heritage of Longford towns, villages and landscapes.  It is planned to work collaboratively with local groups and photographers to identify existing photographs of sufficient  quality and, if necessary, commission photographers to capture additional images for inclusion in Council publications.  It is hoped to complete this work by early 2019.  Photos will be required for the County Development Plan and other publications.
Councillor Nolan proposed and Councillor G. Hagan seconded that an open competition be held to recognise the talent of amateur photographers in the County and that Longford County Council set up a subcommittee to organise an open competition for amateur photographers with the winning photos exhibited and published.  Councillor Nolan indicated that she is aware that funding for such a project was available.

Barbara stated that the Council will consider the proposal for an open competition for amateur photographers and investigate the funding options available.

"Mastertech Business Park"  -  Councillor M. Sexton.
In the absence of Councillor Sexton, this Notice of Motion was deferred to the October meeting  -
“That Longford County Council takes in charge Mastertech Business Park on the Royal Canal Avenue on Athlone Road”
However, B. Heslin did confirm that Longford County Council does not have a policy of taking in charge industrial estates, retail parks or business parks which have been privately developed.  The implications of such a policy would need to be carefully considered by the relevant Strategic Policy Committees.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.
Public Liability Claims
It was noted that twelve Public Liability Claims were received since the July meeting of the Council.
Local Property Tax Variation

Mr. J. McKeon, Head of Finance, gave a comprehensive presentation to the members on the Local Property Tax Variation in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012.

John confirmed to the members that no submissions were received during the public consultation stage.  

The members and officials discussed the merits of varying the rate upwards.  

John informed the members that an increase LPT Variation by 10% on current for 2019 –

a cost of €9.00 per annum per property  -  would allow for the following - 

· Allocate half (€159k) of LPT variation yield to service €1.5m loan to match fund €6.8m in Countywide Regeneration Projects.

· Allocate half (€159k) of LPT variation yield to MD/Community Grants for 2019. This represents an increase of €54k on 2018.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed that the basic rate of local property tax should stand varied upwards by 15% for the year 2019 in respect of relevant residential properties situated in the local authority’s administrative area. 

In response to a query from Councillor P. Nolan regarding the provision of an Athletic Track in County Longford, it was agreed that this matter will be considered by the Regeneration Sub-Committee. 

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Consideration of disposal of Freehold Interest of Property at No. 18, Connolly Crescent, Longford
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to the disposal of Freehold Interest of Property at No. 18, Connolly Crescent, Longford  to John Ryan in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th August 2018.                      

Consideration of leasing of lands at Currycahill, Ballinalee Co. Longford.
Councillor Michael Carrigy declared an interest in this item as he is a member of the 

St. Emer’s Cemetery Committee, Ballinalee.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor C. Murray it was unanimously agreed to the leasing of lands at Currycahill, Ballinalee Co. Longford to 
St. Emer’s Cemetery Committee, Ballinalee, Co. Longford  in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 24th August 2018.
Consideration of disposal of lands at Kilcommock, Kenagh, Co. Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Ross seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed to the disposal of lands at Kilcommock, Kenagh, Co. Longford to Legal Personal Reps Mulvihill family, Kilcommock, Kenagh, Co. Longford by way of Deed of Exchange in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 27th August 2018.
To note Differential Rents Scheme 2018
Differential Rents Scheme 2018, as circulated, was noted.
Notices of Motions
"Brackets on Map Posts"

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy -
“That Longford County Council install industry standard metal brackets on the map posts in the centre of Longford.  The purpose of these brackets will be to support the display of professionally produced individually distinct banners”.

D. Kilcline stated that Longford County Council will investigate the possibility of installing brackets on lap posts for the display of banners. The cost for such installations will also be estimated and consideration will be given to the management of the banners. 
The matter will be referred to the Infrastructure SPC for consideration and to the ULG as a possible project.
HAP Payments.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock -
“That Longford County Council write to the Minister for Housing to ask for an increase in HAP payment to eligible families in County Longford as current payments do not reflect rental market values in Longford.”
D. Kilcline stated that the HAP Ceilings in Longford remain the same since the introduction of HAP.
These limits are set by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.  The Council are aware that these are low having regard to the cost of renting in Longford.  Longford County Council will send a letter to the DHPLG to advise that HAP ceilings should be increased due to rental market values.
GENERAL
Notices of Motions.
Parking Fees – Charging of Electric Cars  -  Councillor M. Casey.
“That this Council does not charge for parking while people are charging their electric vehicles.   Longford is one of only three local authorities that impose parking fees whilst charging, the others being Dublin and Limerick City Councils.  We should encourage the use of electric vehicles and this action would be a positive step in that direction .”

Referred to Longford Municipal District.

Nomination of Sean Gallagher as a Candidate for the Election for the Office of President of Ireland  -  Councillor M. Casey.

“That Longford County Council do hereby nominate Seán Gallagher of Eden Gate, Delgany, Greystones, Co. Wicklow as a candidate for the Election for the Office of President of Ireland pursuant to Article 12 of Bunreacht na hÉireann and the Presidential Election Act 1993 as amended.

Motion withdrawn as Mr. Gallagher has received the required nomination from four Local Authorities.
Correspondence – (Circulated)
(a) Correspondence received from  John Groarke, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon, regarding the Presidency of Ireland was noted.
(b) Correspondence received from Peter Casey, Links Business Centre, Lisfannon, Co. Donegal regarding the Presidency of Ireland was noted.
(c) Correspondence dated 12th July 2018 received from the Office of the Minister for Health concerning child psychology waiting lists was noted.
(d) Correspondence dated 23rd July 2018 received from the Office of the Minister for Health concerning the establishment of an Ombudsman for People with Disabilities was noted.
(e) Correspondence dated 26th July 2018 received from the Office of the Minister for Health concerning the Fair Deal Scheme and Farm Assets was noted.
(f) Correspondence dated 24th August 2018 received from the Office of the Minister for Housing concerning recent Notice of Motion in connection with commercial rates was noted.  The members were informed that the current Business Incentive Scheme which is due to expire at the end of 2018 is currently being reviewed.
A.O.B.
Suckler Cow Payment.

Councillor P. Ross proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that Longford County Council writes again to the Minister for Agriculture Michael Creed to support the IFA campaign to ensure a payment of €200 per suckler cow.
Farm Plastic.

Councillor P. Brady referred to the National Scheme for the collection of Farm Plastics and requested that a collection point be located in County Longford.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor G. Hagan proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Keogh family, Killeenatruhan, Killoe on the death of Una Keogh. 
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor G. Hagan seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Dowler family, Bawn, Moydow on the death of James Dowler.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor J. Flaherty seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Leahy family, Glack, Longford on the death of Pearl Leahy.
This concluded the business of the meeting.


Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

10th October 2018.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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